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The structure of the church is an important part of the Christian faith. It is essential
for the church to have a system of governance that is in line with the teachings of
the Bible. This article will discuss the different types of church governance
structures in Christianity, as well as the importance of having a strong and
effective system of governance.

Types of Church Governance Structures

Congregationalism

Congregationalism is a type of church governance structure in which the members
of the congregation have the ultimate authority in making decisions for the church.
This type of structure is based on the belief that the members of the congregation
are the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practice. The members of the
congregation are responsible for electing the churchâ??s leaders, and they also
have the power to remove them if necessary. This type of structure is often seen
in smaller churches, as it allows for more direct involvement from the members of
the congregation.
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Episcopalism

Episcopalism is a type of church governance structure in which the church is led
by a hierarchy of bishops. This type of structure is based on the belief that the
bishops are the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practice. The bishops are
responsible for appointing the churchâ??s leaders, and they also have the power
to remove them if necessary. This type of structure is often seen in larger
churches, as it allows for more centralized control.

Presbyterianism

Presbyterianism is a type of church governance structure in which the church is
led by a hierarchy of elders. This type of structure is based on the belief that the
elders are the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practice. The elders are
responsible for appointing the churchâ??s leaders, and they also have the power
to remove them if necessary. This type of structure is often seen in larger
churches, as it allows for more centralized control.

II. The Importance of Church Governance Structures

The Bible teaches that the church should be governed in a way that is in line with
Godâ??s will. In 1 Corinthians 12:28, the Apostle Paul writes, â??And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of
tongues.â?• This passage shows that God has established a system of
governance for the church, and it is important for the church to follow this system
in order to be in line with Godâ??s will.

Having a strong and effective system of governance is also important for the
church to be able to effectively carry out its mission. A church that is not properly
governed can become disorganized and inefficient, which can lead to a lack of
progress in the churchâ??s mission. Having a strong and effective system of
governance can help the church to stay organized and focused on its mission.

III. Conclusion
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The structure of the church is an important part of the Christian faith. It is essential
for the church to have a system of governance that is in line with the teachings of
the Bible. There are several different types of church governance structures in
Christianity, and each one has its own advantages and disadvantages. It is
important for the church to have a strong and effective system of governance in
order to be in line with Godâ??s will and to effectively carry out its mission.

Salvation Prayers : Dear Lord Jesus, I come to you today acknowledging my 
need for salvation. I confess that I have sinned and fallen short of your glory. But I 
believe that you died for my sins and rose again. I ask that you come into my 
heart and be my Lord. I commit to following you and living for you every day. 
Thank you for your love and for the gift of eternal life. In your name I pray, Amen.
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Quiz

1. What type of church governance structure is based on the belief that the
members of the congregation are the ultimate authority in matters of faith and
practice?

A. Congregationalism
B. Episcopalism
C. Presbyterianism
D. None of the above

2. What type of church governance structure is based on the belief that the
bishops are the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practice?
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A. Congregationalism
B. Episcopalism
C. Presbyterianism
D. None of the above

3. What type of church governance structure is based on the belief that the elders
are the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practice?

A. Congregationalism
B. Episcopalism
C. Presbyterianism
D. None of the above

4. What does the Bible teach about the structure of the church?

A. It should be led by a hierarchy of bishops.
B. It should be led by a hierarchy of elders.
C. It should be governed in a way that is in line with Godâ??s will.
D. All of the above

5. What is the importance of having a strong and effective system of governance
in the church?

A. It helps the church to stay organized and focused on its mission.
B. It allows for more direct involvement from the members of the congregation.
C. It allows for more centralized control.
D. All of the above

Answers: 1. A, 2. B, 3. C, 4. C, 5. D

Discussion Questions

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of each type of church
governance structure?

2. How can a church ensure that its system of governance is in line with the
teachings of the Bible?
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3. What are some of the challenges that churches face when it comes to having a
strong and effective system of governance?

4. How can churches ensure that their system of governance is effective in
carrying out its mission?

5. What role do members of the congregation play in the churchâ??s system of
governance?
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