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Criticisms of the Use of the Cross of Christ

The Cross of Christ is a powerful symbol of faith and hope for many Christians. It
is a reminder of the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made for us and the power of His love
and grace. However, the use of the Cross of Christ in different denominations of
Christianity has been met with criticism from some. This article will explore the
criticisms of the use of the Cross of Christ in different denominations of
Christianity, as well as the biblical basis for its use.

I. Criticisms of the Use of the Cross of Christ in Different
Denominations

A. Idolatry

One of the most common criticisms of the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity is that it is a form of idolatry. This is because some
believe that the Cross has become an object of worship, rather than a symbol of
faith. This is in direct violation of the commandment in Exodus 20:4-5 which
states, â??You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
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heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God.â?•

B. Misrepresentation of the Gospel

Another criticism of the use of the Cross of Christ in different denominations of
Christianity is that it can be seen as a misrepresentation of the Gospel. This is
because some believe that the Cross has become a symbol of death and
suffering, rather than a symbol of hope and redemption. This is in direct contrast
to the message of the Gospel, which is that Jesus died for our sins and rose again
to give us eternal life.

C. Misuse of Scripture

Finally, some have criticized the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity for its misuse of Scripture. This is because some
believe that the Cross has become a symbol of power and control, rather than a
symbol of humility and submission. This is in direct contrast to the teachings of
Jesus in Matthew 20:28 which states, â??For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.â?•

II. Biblical Basis for the Use of the Cross of Christ

A. A Symbol of Redemption

Despite the criticisms of the use of the Cross of Christ in different denominations
of Christianity, there is a biblical basis for its use. The Cross is a powerful symbol
of redemption and hope for Christians. This is because it is a reminder of the
ultimate sacrifice Jesus made for us and the power of His love and grace. This is
seen in Romans 5:8 which states, â??But God demonstrates his own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.â?•

B. A Symbol of Victory

The Cross is also a symbol of victory for Christians. This is because it is a
reminder of the victory that Jesus won over death and sin. This is seen in 1
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Corinthians 15:55-57 which states, â??Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.â?•

C. A Symbol of Love

Finally, the Cross is a symbol of love for Christians. This is because it is a
reminder of the unconditional love that Jesus has for us. This is seen in John 3:16
which states, â??For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.â?•

Quiz

1. What is the biblical basis for the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity?

A. Idolatry
B. Misrepresentation of the Gospel
C. Misuse of Scripture
D. A Symbol of Redemption, Victory, and Love

2. What does Exodus 20:4-5 state?

A. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above
or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
B. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am
a jealous God.
C. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.
D. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?

3. What does Romans 5:8 state?

A. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
B. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?
C. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
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D. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above
or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.

4. What does 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 state?

A. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
B. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above
or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
C. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?
D. The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

5. What does John 3:16 state?

A. The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
B. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above
or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
C. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.
D. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Discussion Questions

1. What are some of the criticisms of the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity?
2. What is the biblical basis for the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity?
3. How can the Cross of Christ be used to represent the message of the Gospel?
4. How can the Cross of Christ be used to represent the teachings of Jesus?
5. What are some practical ways that Christians can use the Cross of Christ to live
out their faith?

FAQs

Q: What is the Cross of Christ?
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A: The Cross of Christ is a powerful symbol of faith and hope for many Christians.
It is a reminder of the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made for us and the power of His
love and grace.

Q: What are some criticisms of the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity?
A: Some of the criticisms of the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity include idolatry, misrepresentation of the Gospel,
and misuse of Scripture.

Q: What is the biblical basis for the use of the Cross of Christ in different
denominations of Christianity?
A: The biblical basis for the use of the Cross of Christ in different denominations of
Christianity is that it is a symbol of redemption, victory, and love. This is seen in
Romans 5:8, 1 Corinthians 15:55-57, and John 3:16.

Q: What are some practical ways that Christians can use the Cross of Christ to
live out their faith?
A: Some practical ways that Christians can use the Cross of Christ to live out their
faith include praying for others, sharing the Gospel, and living a life of humility and
service.

Answers: 1. D, 2. A, 3. A, 4. D, 5. D
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