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The Crusades were a series of religious wars fought between the 11th and 13th
centuries by Christian forces against Muslims in an attempt to reclaim the Holy
Land. The Crusades had a profound impact on Christianity, both in terms of its
theology and its practice.

I. Theology

A. Theology of War

The Crusades had a major impact on the theology of war in Christianity. Prior to
the Crusades, the Church had generally been opposed to war, viewing it as a sin.
However, the Crusades changed this view, with the Church now viewing war as a
necessary evil in order to protect the faith and reclaim the Holy Land. This new
theology of war was reflected in the Bible, with passages such as “Put on the full
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes”
(Ephesians 6:11) being used to justify the Crusades.

B. Theology of Salvation

The Crusades also had a major impact on the theology of salvation in Christianity.
Prior to the Crusades, salvation was seen as something that could only be
achieved through faith and good works. However, the Crusades changed this
view, with the Church now viewing salvation as something that could be achieved
through military service in the Crusades. This new theology of salvation was
reflected in the Bible, with passages such as “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9) being used to justify the
Crusades.
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II. Practice

A. Pilgrimages

The Crusades had a major impact on the practice of pilgrimage in Christianity.
Prior to the Crusades, pilgrimage was seen as a spiritual journey to a holy site.
However, the Crusades changed this view, with the Church now viewing
pilgrimage as a military campaign to reclaim the Holy Land. This new practice of
pilgrimage was reflected in the Bible, with passages such as “Go up to a land
flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8) being used to justify the Crusades.

B. Monasticism

The Crusades also had a major impact on the practice of monasticism in
Christianity. Prior to the Crusades, monasticism was seen as a way of life devoted
to prayer and contemplation. However, the Crusades changed this view, with the
Church now viewing monasticism as a way of life devoted to military service in the
Crusades. This new practice of monasticism was reflected in the Bible, with
passages such as “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19) being
used to justify the Crusades.

III. Conclusion

The Crusades had a profound impact on Christianity, both in terms of its theology
and its practice. The Crusades changed the Church’s view of war, salvation,
pilgrimage, and monasticism, with passages from the Bible being used to justify
the Crusades. The legacy of the Crusades can still be seen today in the Church’s
views on war, salvation, pilgrimage, and monasticism.

The Crusades had a major impact on the practice of pilgrimage in Christianity.
Prior to the Crusades, pilgrimage was seen as a spiritual journey to a holy site.
However, the Crusades changed this view, with the Church now viewing
pilgrimage as a military campaign to reclaim the Holy Land. This new practice of
pilgrimage was reflected in the Bible, with passages such as “Go up to a land
flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8) being used to justify the Crusades.

Salvation Prayers : Dear Lord Jesus, I come to you today acknowledging my 
need for salvation. I confess that I have sinned and fallen short of your glory. But I 
believe that you died for my sins and rose again. I ask that you come into my 
heart and be my Lord. I commit to following you and living for you every day. 
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Thank you for your love and for the gift of eternal life. In your name I pray, Amen.
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The Crusades also had a major impact on the practice of monasticism in
Christianity. Prior to the Crusades, monasticism was seen as a way of life devoted
to prayer and contemplation. However, the Crusades changed this view, with the
Church now viewing monasticism as a way of life devoted to military service in the
Crusades. This new practice of monasticism was reflected in the Bible, with
passages such as “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19) being
used to justify the Crusades.

Rededication Prayers : Dear Lord Jesus, I come to you today with a heart of 
repentance. I confess that I have strayed from your path and have not been living 
according to your will. But I am here to rededicate myself to you and to make a 
commitment to follow you with all my heart. I ask for your forgiveness and for the 
strength and guidance to walk in your ways. I thank you for your love, grace, and 
mercy. I give you my all, my heart, my mind, my soul, and my strength, I trust in 
you and I pray this in Jesus' name, Amen. Amen
If you prayed the above prayers kindly click here to get more information 
https://www.xgospel.net/harvest_form/form/?page=0&rededication=true&wise=0 
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Quiz

1. What was the main purpose of the Crusades?

A. To spread Christianity
B. To reclaim the Holy Land
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C. To convert Muslims
D. To gain wealth

2. What was the Church’s view of war prior to the Crusades?

A. Necessary evil
B. Positive force
C. Sin
D. Unnecessary

3. What was the Church’s view of salvation prior to the Crusades?

A. Achieved through faith and good works
B. Achieved through military service
C. Achieved through prayer and contemplation
D. Unachievable

4. What was the Church’s view of pilgrimage prior to the Crusades?

A. A spiritual journey
B. A military campaign
C. A way of life
D. Unimportant

5. What was the Church’s view of monasticism prior to the Crusades?

A. A way of life devoted to prayer and contemplation
B. A way of life devoted to military service
C. A way of life devoted to wealth
D. Unimportant

Discussion Questions

1. How did the Crusades change the Church’s view of war?

2. How did the Crusades change the Church’s view of salvation?

3. How did the Crusades change the Church’s view of pilgrimage?
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4. How did the Crusades change the Church’s view of monasticism?

5. What is the legacy of the Crusades on Christianity today?

FAQs

Q: What were the Crusades?
A: The Crusades were a series of religious wars fought between the 11th and 13th
centuries by Christian forces against Muslims in an attempt to reclaim the Holy
Land.

Q: What impact did the Crusades have on Christianity?
A: The Crusades had a profound impact on Christianity, both in terms of its
theology and its practice. The Crusades changed the Church’s view of war,
salvation, pilgrimage, and monasticism, with passages from the Bible being used
to justify the Crusades. The legacy of the Crusades can still be seen today in the
Church’s views on war, salvation, pilgrimage, and monasticism.

Q: What passages from the Bible were used to justify the Crusades?
A: Passages such as “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your
stand against the devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 6:11), “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9), “Go up to a
land flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8), and “Go and make disciples of all
nations” (Matthew 28:19) were used to justify the Crusades.

Answers: 1. B, 2. C, 3. A, 4. A, 5. B
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