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The Fourth Great Awakening is a period of religious revival that began in the late
18th century and continued into the early 20th century. It is considered to be the
fourth major religious revival in American history, following the First Great
Awakening of the 1730s and 1740s, the Second Great Awakening of the early
1800s, and the Third Great Awakening of the late 1800s. The Fourth Great
Awakening had a profound impact on American society and culture, and it is still
felt today.

I. Causes of the Fourth Great Awakening

The Fourth Great Awakening was a response to the rapid changes that were
taking place in American society during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The
Industrial Revolution had led to a dramatic increase in the number of factories and
industrial centers, and this had caused a shift in the American economy from an
agricultural to an industrial one. This shift had a profound effect on the social and
economic structure of the country, and it led to a growing sense of alienation and
discontent among many Americans.

At the same time, the Enlightenment had led to a growing skepticism of traditional
religious beliefs and practices. This skepticism had led to a decline in religious
observance and a rise in secularism. In response to these changes, many
Americans began to look for a new spiritual awakening that would bring them back
to their faith.

II. Impact of the Fourth Great Awakening
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The Fourth Great Awakening had a profound impact on American society and
culture. It led to a renewed emphasis on religious faith and observance, and it also
had a significant impact on the political and social landscape of the country.

One of the most significant impacts of the Fourth Great Awakening was the rise of
the Social Gospel movement. This movement sought to apply Christian principles
to social and political issues, and it was instrumental in the passage of a number
of progressive reforms, such as the establishment of labor unions, the prohibition
of alcohol, and the passage of child labor laws.

The Fourth Great Awakening also had a significant impact on the arts. Many of
the most influential writers and artists of the period, such as Walt Whitman and
Mark Twain, were deeply influenced by the religious revival.

III. Legacy of the Fourth Great Awakening

The legacy of the Fourth Great Awakening is still felt today. The Social Gospel
movement continues to have an impact on American politics and society, and the
emphasis on religious faith and observance has had a lasting effect on the culture
of the country.

The Bible verse, “And I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men
shall see visions” (Joel 2:28), is often cited as a reminder of the power of the
Fourth Great Awakening. This verse speaks to the power of faith and the potential
for spiritual renewal, and it serves as a reminder of the impact that the Fourth
Great Awakening had on American society and culture.

Quiz

1. What was the cause of the Fourth Great Awakening?

A. The Industrial Revolution

B. The Enlightenment

C. The Second Great Awakening
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D. The Third Great Awakening

2. What was one of the most significant impacts of the Fourth Great Awakening?

A. The rise of the Social Gospel movement

B. The passage of labor laws

C. The prohibition of alcohol

D. All of the above

3. What Bible verse is often cited as a reminder of the power of the Fourth Great
Awakening?

A. Psalm 23:4

B. Matthew 5:16

C. Joel 2:28

D. John 3:16

4. What was the legacy of the Fourth Great Awakening?

A. A renewed emphasis on religious faith and observance

B. A decline in religious observance

C. A rise in secularism

D. A shift in the American economy

5. What was one of the most influential writers of the period?

A. Walt Whitman

B. Mark Twain
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C. John Adams

D. Thomas Jefferson

Answers: A, D, C, A, A
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